
SPECIFICITY, VITALITY 
AND ADDED VALUE

of French-language schools
SUMMARY OF STATEMENTS  
OF PRINCIPLE
As part of the implementation of its strategic plan 2015-2020, the FNCSF 
undertook, with its members and partners, a reflection on the concepts 
that define French-language schools in minority settings. The culmination 
of this reflection led to the identification of statements of principle on 
the concepts of specificity, vitality and added value of French-language 
schools. Details of these principles are available in the complete version 
of the document.    

Specificity
French-language schools exercise their mandate:
 • by protecting, promoting et transmitting the French-language
 • by creating a rich and diverse cultural environment
 • by educating committed Francophone citizens  

Vitality
French-language schools exercise their mandate:
 • by having effective management practices  
 • by expanding the offer and stimulating the demand for access
 • by facilitating the continuum of French-language education  
  programs from early childhood through to postsecondary studies

Added value
French-language schools exercise their mandate:
 • by engaging positively in identity building
 • by creating conditions that are conducive to the development  
  of language skills  
 • by fostering employability

The concept of specificity  

refers to the unique characteristics 

of French-language schools. It 

is protected and guaranteed by 

section 23 of the Canadian Charter 

of Rights and Freedoms.

The concept of vitality 

highlights the dynamism of 

French-language schools. It 

is closely linked to that of the 

communities they serve and 

is dependent on the mutual 

commitment between the 

school and the community.

The concept of  added value 

recognizes the advantages of 

French-language schools for 

individuals and the entire 

community.
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Mission
The Fédération nationale des conseils scolaires 
francophones is a democratic organization that 
exercises its political force through a unifying 
leadership in order to defend, together with 
its partners, the interests of its network of 
autonomous members and of Francophone and 
Acadian minority communities so that all may 
contribute to the vitality and sustainability 
of French-language schools in Canada. 

Vision
In keeping with the spirit of cooperation 
between its members, the Fédération nationale 
des conseils scolaires francophones is valued by its 
partners as a strategic leader in educational 
development in Francophone and Acadian 
minority communities as it is fully committed to 
representing their interests and influencing 
decision-makers to move French-language 
schools forward in Canada.

Strengthening members’ capacity
This cross-cutting area provides measures to support members in fulfilling their duties, particularly with respect to issues 
related to:

 • the specificity, vitality and added value of French-language schools;

 • positioning and French-language education rights. 

AREAS

AIMS

Specificity, vitality and added value of French-language schools
This area covers:

 • the specificity of French-language schools which stems from its mandate;
 • the vitality of  French-language schools which includes admissions, welcoming and support;
 • the added value of French-language schools for the education system, the Francophone  community and the community at large.

Positioning and French-language education rights
This area covers the protection, defence and promotion of French-language education rights.
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This aim highlights the 
mobilization of and 

cooperation between 
partners in the education 
and community sectors in 
order to achieve common 

objectives.

Engagement
This aim not only 

focuses on the success 
of students attending 

French-language schools 
but as well as on the 

education system and the 
Francophone community 

that benefits from it. 

Success
This aim takes into 
account all of the 

provisions put forward 
to allow Francophone 

and Francophile citizens 
to pursue their studies 
in French from early 

childhood through to 
adulthood.

Continuum


